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Helping Hedgehogs

Helping European hedgehogs.  If you find a sick, injured or orphaned hedgehog, keep him warm with a water bottle wrapped in a towel and give only warm water and glucose until you are able to contact an expert.

Hedgehogs are nocturnal, if found out in daylight they are ill or in trouble, if you disturb a nest put it back as you found it, do not touch the babies as the mother may desert or kill them, there can be from 2 – 8 babies.

Orphaned hedgehogs often squeak when abandoned or in distress, they can be hand reared on goats milk.

Never take a healthy hedgehog from the wild, it may have a family or your garden may not be safe, i.e. local badgers, vicious dogs, slug pellets or other chemicals.

To encourage wild hedgehogs in your garden put out hedgehog, dog or cat food and a dish of water (not milk), if he is having trouble finding natural food or is ill; milk can cause gastric problems.  The hedgehogs natural diet consists of mainly beetles, worms and caterpillars with some slugs and snails.

Orphaned hedgehogs usually appear from May to September.  Mother hedgehogs are sometimes killed on the roads or desert their babies if they have been disturbed at their nest (especially if the babies have been touched).  Baby hedgehogs are born after a gestation period of 4-6 weeks.  Litter sizes vary from 1-8 individuals so it’s important to check the site thoroughly to make sure all the orphans have been found.  Search the nest site, it will be near by and keep a watch over the next few days.  Orphans that are not rescued and between the ages of 0-5 weeks will not survive in the wild.

The small hedgehogs quickly become cold without their mother and develop hypothermia, they begin to squeak loudly when they feel hungry or distressed.

First aid


You may find the babies so cold that flies eggs or maggots are on them, these must be removed as soon as possible with tweezers and the wounds or bites cleaned with salt water or very mild antiseptic (avoiding orifices).  If any eggs or maggots are found in the mouth, the mouth should be washed with salt water, and the eyes with warm water.  If there are open wounds antibiotics may be required.  If he has major injuries, breathing difficulties or is very weak, he must be looked at by a vet as soon as possible.

Warmth


It is vital that the hedgehog is warmed as soon as possible.  A heated pad, heat lamp or hot water bottle wrapped in an old clean jumper or a small blanket is ideal.

From now on, hedgehog, his bed, pen and all feeding utensils must be kept clean;  treat just as a human baby and sterile feeding utensils in baby bottle sterilising solution or boiling water.  Change the bed regularly, keep hedgehog clean but do not bathe him.

Feeding 


Once hedgehog is warm he can be fed.  If he is very small, a small pipette (a paint brush or spoon can be used temporarily) to feed him.  If he is very lethargic it is best to give him a small amount of warm water with a pinch of glucose (or Lectade) for the first 24 hours or when ever there is a change in diet.  If he does not improve contact the hedgehog hospital or a vet for advice.  If he picks up and his droppings are normal then milk can be given.


The aim is to find the closest substitute to hedgehog milk.  Esbilac is a tinned liquid milk replacement product, it contains vitamins and minerals and egg yolk in a skimmed milk base.  This is considered to be the best milk substitute for rearing orphaned hedgehogs with a fairly good success rate of one third collostrum to two thirds goats milk.  As hedgehogs receive antibodies in their mothers milk for 41 days this may help to protect the hedgehog from infection.  A vitamin supplement should be added to the mixture daily (if milk is stored frozen add vitamins when thawed).


Cows milk has been used to rear hedgehogs but is not advised as hedgehogs cannot digest the fat particles; it can cause stomach upsets.  Skimmed cows milk can be used with added vitamins and egg but Esbilac would be better.  Try to avoid powered milk substitutes, these can cause blockages in the intestine and are difficult to digest.  The milk must be warmed to body temperature and hedgehogs should not be given milk until he is sucking properly (force feed only the warm glucose water he begins to suck).


Give him milk very carefully, a small drop at a time, be very careful not to get it up his nose and in his lungs.  Do not over feed: as this could cause stomach up-set or chest problems (hedgehogs may well ask foe more then is good foe him). If he stops drinking or eating, doesn’t go to the toilet or his abdomen becomes bloated, gripe water can be given, contact the hedgehog hospital.













Cleaning, Massage, Toileting


After each feed hedgehog must be carefully cleaned and gently massaged with baby oil or kitchen wipes.  This is vitally important as it replaces the licking action of it’s mother, it will stimulate circulation.  With a cotton bud that has been dipped in warm water or baby oil, or with the end of a tissue, gently tickle around the hedgehogs bottom and tail area with a side to side motion, this should make hedgehog empty both bladder and bowels and should be repeated before and after every feed.  If he has been abandoned for some time, his bladder or bowels may be blocked or very full, he will not drink until they are emptied.


Stress

Every effort should be made to minimise stress.  It is a killer, especially at times of physical or environmental change.  Noise and disturbance should be kept to a minimum especially after hedgehog eyes open or if he is nervous.  Hedgehog may like a cuddly toy animal to sleep with as a substitute mother.

Live goat’s yoghurt or live digestive bacteria product should be given to replace the hedgehogs beneficial natural digestive bacteria at times of stress and changing environmental conditions such as; birth, weaning, appetite loss, intestinal upsets, at time of release, after worming or antibiotics and change of diet.  A content orphan is quiet, orphans squeak if distressed or in need of something.

Weighing hedgehogs

Weigh a hedgehog every day whilst he is small, he should put on a little weight every day if all is well, keep a chart of his progress (charts are available from the Hedgehog Hospital).  Be very careful if your scales are tall and flimsy as hedgehogs may jump off and hurt his nose.  If he does not put on weight or begins to lose weight, contact The Hedgehog Hospital.

Fleas and external parasites

Hedgehog fleas are host specific; they cannot live on any other animals and not stay long.  Do not spray hedgehogs with flea spray, some are lethal to hedgehogs, use only Pyrethin based powders sparingly.

If fleas are present, do not be alarmed, they are hedgehog fleas and usually only bite hedgehogs.  They can be picked of individually or a mite powder intended for birds can be dusted on (avoiding the face), do not use chemical sprays.

Ticks should be dabbed with alcohol and they should drop off in 24 hours, if you pull them off with tweezers take care to make sure the mouth parts are removed.

If the hedgehog scratches a lot, has bald patches, flaking skin or dusty white deposits he may have mites (these are visible with the naked eye; small white spiders) or ringworm (a form of fungus).  Take him to the vet or a hedgehog hospital for treatment as he could loose all his prickles and hair or become dehydrated.

